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OUR SINCEREST THANK YOU TO OUR SUPPORTERS!

GRANTS

CORPORATE DONORS

This project is funded in part by the City of McKinney through the 
McKinney Arts Commission, McKinney Community Development Corporation, 

Visit McKinney and Frisco Arts.

A special thank you to Annie Royer and the Music and Arts Guild 
for the countless support and generous donations.
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OUR SINCEREST THANK YOU TO OUR SUPPORTERS!

INDIVIDUAL DONORS

BENEFACTOR
Sara Jennings

PATRON 
Marisela Contraras

CHAMPION 
Steven Cundall
JoAnn Graham

Kelly Lee
Krupa Nayakanti

Annie Royer
Wendy Woods

SUPPORTER
Joan Cotter

Donald Cutler
Pernie Fallon

Ross Irvin
Lucy Katzen

Kavitha Krishnappa
Farzad Lak

Kelly Burden Lee
Reid Lettie

Demarre McGill
Payal Patel

Gerald Rausch

CONTRIBUTOR
Alice and Dana Burwell

Jennifer Caputo 
Cynthia Carmack
Rosemary Clay
Cynthia Cundall
Mark DeWeese

Janice Alaine Hauge
William Irvin
Richard Perry

Chad Scott
Brent Stidham

Danny & Mary Stout
Daniel Visser

FRIEND
Marlene O’Day Cruickshank

Peggy Norton
Elior Sharivker

Cynthia Carmack, President
Mary Stout, Vice President

Jennifer Terrasi, Secretary
Janice Hauge, Treasurer

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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McKinney Philharmonic Orchestra

Overture to Rosamunde, Op. 26..............................................................................Franz Schubert

McKinney Philharmonic Orchestra and The Greater North Texas Youth Orchestra 
(Philharmonic)

Brandenburg Sinfonia......................................................................................Bach/Merle J. Isaac

Cumberland Cross..................................................................................................Carl Strommen

Bellingrath Gardens.......................................................................................................Ralph Ford

INTERMISSION

McKinney Philharmonic Orchestra and the Greater North Texas Youth Orchestra 
(Symphony)

Symphony No. 8 in G Major, Op. 88.........................................................................Antonín Dvořák

i. Allegro

ii. Largo

iii. Scherzo. Molto Vivace

iv. Allegro con fuoco

SIDE-BY-SIDE WITH THE MCKINNEY PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA  
CONCERT PROGRAM
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VIOLIN 1

Alena Terebitov

Sneha Daniel

Shawn Reid

Brenda de Dios

John Paul Reid

VIOLIN 2

Aadithya Sriram

Davy Naidu

Jacob Curubo

Brian Reid

Isabel Tresidder

VIOLA

Noel Bokmeyer

Remy Sisman

CELLO

Cael Comito

Nadia Yang

Lilly Conaway

Sean Macfee

FLUTE

Katharine Vann

Diya Patel

Emma McKee

CLARINET

Keira Barber

Sydney Tucker

Natalie Rodriguez

BASSOON

Arya Rao

FRENCH HORN

Levi Robertson

Aidan Mathew

TRUMPET

Ethan Murphy

JULIE DANIELS – DIRECTOR/CONDUCTOR

GREATER NORTH TEXAS YOUTH ORCHESTRA – PHILHARMONIC
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JASON LIM – ARTISTIC DIRECTOR/CONDUCTOR

GREATER NORTH TEXAS YOUTH ORCHESTRA – SYMPHONY

VIOLIN 1

Daniel Compton 

Ryan Kehtar-Navaz

Adam Dominguez

VIOLIN 2

Katlyn Woods

Keira Yang

George Saenz

VIOLA

Anjela Tucker

Ethan Wong  

Genesis Rodriguez

CELLO

Audrey Tan

Hannah Lak

Vandana Krishnappa 

Ethan Sayre

FLUTE

Olivia Fawkes 

Victoria Sprague

OBOE

Presley Alvin

CLARINET

Ashley Park

TUBA

Justin Poteet
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VIOLIN 1

Marina Dichenko (Concertmaster)
Danielle Mendelson
Yesenia Campos Wong 
Fedor Malykhin
Ellen Bergeron 
Alyssa Tong
Nicole Paglialonga
Hanbin Xiong

VIOLIN 2

Keyreel Raskolenko (Principal)
Cassandra Lin
Catherine Beck 
Diana Ramiriz Rosales
Annie Jeong 
Gregory Langer
Maren Fleshsig

VIOLA

Sabrina Mackenzie (Principal)
Caroline Swanson
Michael Drobycki
Nicolas Valencia
Iva Raykova 
Wanlin Cui

CELLO

Hsun Chen 
Emmanuel Kwok
Manuel Papale
Molly Delorenzo
Alex Paradis

DOUBLE BASS

Russell Thompson (Principal)
Ben Mitchell
Christopher Aryc 
Ian Gems

FLUTE

Hilary Janysek
Jennifer McElroy

OBOE

Kristin Perry (Principal)
Aryn Mitchell
Presley Alvin (GNTYO Mentorship Program)

CLARINET

Evgeny Karelin (Principal)
Chastine Hofmeister

BASSOON

Anthony Adario
Brian McKee

HORN

Tyler Bjerke
Mark Jansen 
Jung Hsuan 
Laura Chicarello

TRUMPET

Brian Boydston 
William Pratt

TROMBONE

Mike Wharton
Scott Avant
Jordan Stone

TIMPANI

Brandon Kelly

PERCUSSION

Michael Dooley
Cara Wildman

JASON LIM – ARTISTIC DIRECTOR/CONDUCTOR

MCKINNEY PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA
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GNTYO MENTORSHIP PROGRAM SPOTLIGHT

Maren Flechsig, Alumni of the Greater North Texas Youth Orchestra, won 
the audition for a spot with the McKinney Philharmonic Orchestra. The 
audition process was very competitive and we are so proud of Maren to 
grow into the musician and violinist she is today. Congratulations!

Maren Flechsig is a college student studying music performance at the 
University of Texas at Arlington under Dr. Martha Walvoord. She began 
playing violin at six years old and, after years of playing as a hobby, knew 
in high school that it was something that she wanted to pursue as a career. 
While at UT Arlington, she has been section leader multiple times, and also 

works with the string area coordinator as an organizer for string ensembles. She has received 
scholarships for her performance as well as her academics, and has received awards for 
Outstanding Music Freshman and also the Orchestra Ensemble Award this last Spring.

Presley Alvin is a senior at Frisco High School. She started her music 
career in 6th grade playing the oboe at Staley Middle School under Shaun 
Gray and Chad Wood. Presley has been the lead oboist in the Frisco High 
School Wind Symphony since her sophomore year with her band directors 
David Simon and Mathew Courtney. She has studied with Shirley Goh for 
the past four years. Going into high school, Presley also decided to pick 
up the saxophone, taking lessons with former UNT one o’clock lead tenor 
saxophonist, Kyle Bellaire. In her lessons, she expanded her knowledge 
of music theory and learned jazz improvisation. She has been a member 
of the Frisco High School Jazz Band for 3 years and the lead tenor 

saxophonist for 2 of those years.

Presley loves to explore her role as a leader in her band, being the saxophone section leader 
during her junior year of high school and head drum major her senior year. She loves to serve 
and inspire others around her through music. During her senior year of high school, Presley 
also picked up the English horn, where it was featured in her band’s UIL Performance, and 
received a superior rating. Outside of her high school’s band, Presley is also a member of the 
Greater North Texas Youth Orchestra under her director Jason Lim. Presley has received many 
awards throughout her music career such as the Outstanding Musicianship Award for Oboe and 
Saxophone during her junior year and the United States House of Representatives Certificate of 
Congressional Recognition, presented by congressman Van Taylor for “Drum Major Conducting 
with Heart” during her senior year. Next year, Presley plans to continue her music career at 
the University of North Texas and be a part of their marching band and university band while 
majoring in international studies.
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ABOUT JASON LIM: ARTISTIC DIRECTOR AND CONDUCTOR, SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
Recognized by the Denton-Record Chronicle as one of “2012’s Most Fascinating 
People,” the career of conductor Jason Lim is on the rise. Lim was born in Penang, 
Malaysia and began his formal training in viola performance when he won a 
scholarship to study at the Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts with Alice Waten. 
He commenced his studies at the Canberra (Australia) School of Music, and completed 
his bachelor’s degree with honors at the Australian Institute of Music in Sydney. Jason 
received his Master’s degree in orchestral conducting from the University of North Texas.

Known for his fine technique in performances and innovative programming, Jason 
began his conducting studies in Australia: first as an apprentice with the Canberra 
Youth Orchestra, and later as an Assistant Conductor with the Ku Ring Gai Philharmonic 
Orchestra in Sydney, a position that was awarded in conjunction with winning 1st Prize 

in the New South Wales Ministry of Arts Conducting Prize. Most recently, in a competitive selection process, 
Jason was selected by the Texas Commission on the Arts into the Texas Touring Roster Inclusion. In 2016-2017 
Jason was the 1st Prize Winner of the American Prize Competition for professional conductors. In 2015 Jason 
was the 2nd Prize Winner. Additionally, In 2016 Jason received the Ernst Bacon Memorial Award for excellence 
in performing American Music. In 2013 Jason made his European conducting debut with the Academic State 
Concert Symphony Orchestra of Ukraine in Kiev and in 2014 appeared as guest conductor with the Zabrze 
Philharmonic Orchestra in Poland and the Malaysian Philharmonic Orchestra in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. Jason 
has also appeared as guest conductor with the Abilene Philharmonic Orchestra and Johnstown Symphony 
Orchestras and has appeared as guest conductor with choruses around the globe. In addition, Jason’s work 
extends to other art mediums such as visual arts and dance notably with collaborations with prominent dance 
choreographers like Bill Evans. Jason has also appeared as guest conductor of the Denton Bach Society and 
the American Baroque Opera Orchestra.

A champion of new music, Jason has conducted at conventions including SEAMUS Y2K (the acousma 
tex conference) and the North American Saxophone Alliance. In 2001, he was a guest conductor with 
the Composer’s Forum Orchestra which he conducted world premiere performances of aspiring young 
composers. In 2012 Jason commissioned the world premiere of BREATH by Brad Robin. During his tenure as 
Music Director of the NOVA Ensemble, Jason led the group in its first commercial recording in 2000 on the 
“Equilibrum” label. Jason conducted the world premiere performance of Brian Bavelander’s Distant Visions for 
orchestra and pre-recorded tape.

In 2010, Jason was among eight conductors selected to participate at the Ithaca International Conducting 
Workshop under the tutelage of Gustav Meier. Jason has also attended the Pierre Monteux School for 
Conductors in Maine. Jason remains an active performing violist, having performed with the Abilene 
Philharmonic Orchestra, Amarillo Symphony Orchestra, Las Colinas Symphony Orchestra, National Symphony of 
Malaysia, Australian National Opera Orchestra and Texas Baroque Ensemble. Jason was also a member of the 
University of North Texas Graduate String Quartet.

Jason is known for his commitment to community and a strong believer in education while dedicating his 
talents working with young musicians, and conducting orchestra workshops in Asia and the United States. He 
served as conductor and educator for 10 years with the Abilene Summer Music Festival in conjunction with 
Hardin Simmons University, the Pan American Music Festival in Edinburgh Texas, as well as the Penang State 
Orchestra Workshop in Penang, Malaysia and serves as Artistic Director of the Summer Music Intensives in 
McKinney, TX since 2015. Jason’s mentors include distinguished conductors: John Farrer, Nicholas Braithwaite, 
Henryk Pisarek and Max McBride. Jason currently also serves as Artistic Director of the Greater North Texas 
Youth Orchestra and is also Artistic Director of the Summer Music Intensives in McKinney, Texas.

Currently, Jason is the Artistic Director and conductor of the Odysseus North Texas Chamber Orchestra, a group 
he founded in 2012. In 2014 the orchestra was awarded second prize in the Professional Orchestra division of 
the American Prize Competition and third prize the previous year. Thanks to Jason’s commitment to education, 
the group pioneered a unique mentorship program that gives talented high school students the opportunity to 
perform side-by-side with professional musicians.
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ABOUT JULIE DANIELS: DIRECTOR AND CONDUCTOR, PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA

Julie Daniels graduated from the University of Oklahoma with a Bachelor 
of Music Education. While at OU she studied violin performance with 
Michael Ma and the art of cello with Marjorie Cornelius. After completion 
of her degree, she taught Elementary Music in Moore, OK, and then moved 
to Stillwater, OK, to begin a lengthy career as an Orchestra Director. She 
performed with the OU Symphony Orchestra, Norman Community Orchestra 
and the OSU Symphony Orchestra while teaching in Oklahoma.

Julie moved to Texas to take a position with the Carrolton/Farmers Branch 
ISD as an Elementary Strings Teacher. In 2002 she accepted a position 

with Frisco ISD to begin a new orchestra program in the district. Teaching at two of the then four 
middle schools, she opened Wester Middle School and also taught at Clark Middle School. She 
was the Director of Orchestras at Wakeland High School and Frisco High School simultaneously, 
from 2006-2008. From there she opened Hunt Middle School in 2010 as the Director of 
Orchestras while maintaining the Director position for Frisco High School. Currently, Julie is the 
Director of Orchestras at Frisco High School.

​Julie is an active supporter of the Arts in Frisco, a violinist with the Stonebriar Community Church 
Symphony, former board member for the Arts of Collin County, and a seasoned adjudicator. She is 
also the mother of five children and a soccer mom!

ABOUT MARK JANSEN: DIRECTOR OF BRASS

Mark Jansen is a native of Georgetown, Texas with strong ties to DFW. 
After attending Interlochen Arts Academy, he received his education at the 
Chicago College of Performing Arts as a student of Dale Clevenger. Mark has 
been fortunate to study under some of the finest musicians and teachers 
such as Jay Friedman, William VerMeulen, Luca Benucci, and David Cooper. 
After working in classical music for many years, he joined Austin indie 
rockers Wild Child, touring the U.S. and performing at festivals such as ACL, 
Bonnaroo, SXSW, ACL Live at Moody Theater, and many more. Mark is an 
Atkinson performing artist playing exclusively on Atkinson Horns.

Currently Mark maintains an active performing schedule as a member of the McKinney 
Philharmonic Orchestra and is engaged across DFW in a variety of performances regularly working 
alongside members of the Dallas and Fort Worth Symphonies. A passionate educator, he maintains 
a studio of approximately 70 students who have enjoyed a range of success with students 
qualifying for the UIL and TMEA All-State competitions, Tanglewood Festival and Blue Lake.
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GNTYO FUN FACT

Your donation helps fund the GNTYO/MPO Mentorship Program  
which provides high school orchestra students from the Greater North Texas Youth Orchestra 
the opportunity to rehearse and perform side-by-side with professional musicians from the 

McKinney Philharmonic Orchestra.

ABOUT KEYREEL RASKOLENKO: DIRECTOR OF THE CELTIC STRINGS ENSEMBLE

Uzbekistan born multi-instrumentalist KeyReel Raskolenko has been 
described as “world class as a violinist and composer.” He has performed 
and recorded with many musicians across North America and Europe. 
A virtuoso player on 4-string and 5-string acoustic and electric violins, 
he is a classically trained musician with experience in classical chamber 
and orchestra music, fiddle music, improvisation, and music composition. 
While his fiddling is rooted in the Cape Breton style, he is equally versed in 
playing classical, Irish, Scottish, and American Folk music. He has taught 
and performed at prestigious festivals such as the Cape Breton Fiddler’s 
Association (Canada), Celtic Colours (Canada), and Summer Music Intensives 

(Texas), and has also toured extensively across Europe and Asia with classical chamber and 
fiddle music.

In addition to teaching and performing, Raskolenko composes for many instruments, including 
violin, string quartet and orchestra. His works have been performed at the Great Hall of Gnesin’s 
Academy, the Moscow House of Composers, and Texas Christian University.  Mr. Raskolenko 
graduated from the Gnesin’s Russian Academy of Music with his BM and MM degrees for violin 
in 2005, and Artist Diploma in 2018 from Texas Christian University, where he was a student of 
Dr. Elisabeth Adkins. He is a member of several orchestras in DFW. In addition to his classical 
program and fiddle life, he studies and plays jazz and occasionally performs solo and rock events 
in the DFW area on his 5-string electric violin.

MPO FUN FACT

In 2020, the McKinney Philharmonic Orchestra achieved 2nd Place in the 
American Prize Competition for Professional Orchestras!

The American Prize National Nonprofit Competitions in the Performing Arts is the nation’s 
most comprehensive series of online contests in the musical and theatre arts.

Congratulations Jason Lim and members of the McKinney Philharmonic Orchestra!
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The Greater North Texas Youth Orchestra (GNTYO) was founded in 2017 as a direct result of 
Artistic Director Jason Lim’s desire to build and serve the North Texas community with an 
exceptional orchestral experience for both students and audience members. The GNTYO believes 
that fine arts – especially as a youth orchestra – is an essential element of a strong, vibrant 
community and the organization is excited to play an integral part in cultivating this element of 
cultural awareness and growth in North Texas.

Each season, students from the North Texas area come together to rehearse and perform musical 
works from multiple genres and eras of music literature. It is GNTYO’s goal to supplement 
students’ musical education as well as grow their skills and character through the GNTYO 
experience. All GNTYO musicians will be exposed to comprehensive and challenging music 
literature, intensive orchestral instruction with respected and accomplished coaches, master 
classes, music theory, and rewarding performances.

The GNTYO has two student performing groups: the Philharmonic Orchestra, directed by Julie 
Daniels, a veteran of string education with 23 years of education and directing experience, the 
last 12 of which are at the high school level. Jason applies his extensive conducting experience 
and talents to the Symphony Orchestra.

For the 2019-2020 season, GNTYO is excited to add the Celtic String Ensemble. Students will 
receive instruction on Celtic Instrumentation and structured improvisation utilizing methods 
taught by GNTYO’s very own Celtic specialist, KeyReel Raskolenko.

SInce its inception, Jason’s vision for GNTYO has been to foster an affinity and respect for fine 
arts in young musicians through understanding and discipline similar to those experienced by 
professional musicians. His unique programming offers students a broad scope of musical styles 
and one-of-a-kind opportunities such as playing with Grammy Award-winning Polka band Brave 
Combo, and the Mentorship Program in which talented students perform side-by-side with 
professional musicians for a true to life learning experience.

GNTYO is entering its third season, and while still a young organization, has sustained consistent 
growth for each season! This year, it will be expanding its rehearsal facilities to accommodate 
another 30% of student growth! Visit www.gntyo.org for complete details about the program and 
this season’s concerts.

ABOUT GREATER NORTH TEXAS YOUTH ORCHESTRA
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ABOUT MCKINNEY PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA

The McKinney Philharmonic Orchestra was founded by Artistic Director Jason Lim as the 
Odysseus Chamber Orchestra in May 2012 in Denton, Texas. The orchestra consists of 
professional classical musicians from the Dallas/Fort Worth area dedicated to deepening, 
strengthening and broadening the organization’s relationship with the communities it serves 
through music.

Its successful inaugural performance featured local soloists such as Christopher Deane, Professor 
of Percussion at the University of North Texas. Soon after, Jason commissioned the world premiere 
of “Breathe” by Brad Robin. The orchestra then embarked on innovative collaborations such 
as: staging a full ballet performance of Prokofiev’s “Peter and the Wolf” with the Denton City 
Contemporary Ballet; the North Texas premiere performance of Igor Stravinsky’s “A Soldier’s Tale” 
with ae:mp Amity Perry and Company; teaming with world renowned double bassist Jeff Bradetich 
to feature the Tango music of Astor Piazzolla; and a collaboration with legendary guitarist Andy 
Timmons. In 2018, the orchestra shared the stage with Grammy Award-winning Polka band, Brave 
Combo – a performance which is back in 2019 by popular demand!

In its short history, the orchestra has garnered a growing national reputation as an emerging 
ensemble, winning second and third prizes in the American Prize Competition for professional 
orchestras in 2014 and 2015, respectively. In 2016, the orchestra was awarded the Ernst Bacon 
Memorial Award for excellence in performing American Music.

In addition, the orchestra has supported local service clubs like the Denton Breakfast Kiwanis 
Club and the Robson Ranch Kiwanis Club, and sponsored events such as the Eliminate Project 
Cruise and the Passing of the Banner Dinner. In recent years, it has expanded its outreach 
by providing free chamber music series concerts, free amenity concerts in neighborhoods, 
educational school performances and collaborating with the Arts and Music Guild to organize the 
Summer Music Intensives.

In 2017, exciting new programs were launched such as the Young Artist Viola Competition – the 
first of its kind in North Texas; the Mentorship Program, which provides high school orchestra 
students the opportunity to rehearse and perform side-by-side with members of the professional 
orchestra; and the Greater North Texas Youth Orchestra.

In 2019, the organization changed its name to the McKinney Philharmonic Orchestra (MPO) to 
better reflect its growing ties with and support received from the City of McKinney.






